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What's New

Phase VIII proposal available now!
In spring 2026, we released our proposal for Phase VIII (2026-2029) of the 
CBTH Project. This wide-ranging proposal covers a variety of new and 
continuing study areas in South America and West Africa as we continue into 
the 21st year of the CBTH Project. To view this new proposal, please visit our 
website by clicking here. Invoices and agreements for Phase VIII have been 
sent to continuing sponsors and other interested companies in May 2026. 
Feel free to reach out to us directly if you have any questions by emailing Paul 
Mann (pmann@uh.edu)

Location of the study areas (numbered, white boxes) during Phases VII and 
VIII of the CBTH Project and the researchers involved in each of these studies.  
Previous data from the legacy area is available online to sponsors.

CBTH at IMAGE 2026
CBTH students and researchers will present and serve as session chairs at 
IMAGE 2026 on August 17-20. Our full list of presentations and other activi-
ties at this event is available on our website and is included later in this news-
letter starting on page 7. We will also be hosting our annual IMAGE Luncheon 
for sponsors during this year’s event, which is tentatively scheduled for 
August 18th. Stay tuned for more details!

https://cbth.uh.edu/
mailto:pmann@uh.edu
mailto:cbthproject@gmail.com
mailto:jstorms@central.uh.edu
mailto:pmann@uh.edu
https://cbth.uh.edu/documents/CBTH_PhaseVIIIProposal.pdf
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What’s New

CBTH Annual Sponsors Meeting 2026
The CBTH Annual Sponsors Meeting will be held in-person on Thursday, October 8, 2026 in Houston at the 
Woodside Energy office located at 1500 Post Oak Boulevard. This meeting will cover the end of Phase VII 
and we’ll discuss future research for Phase VIII. We greatly appreciate Woodside for hosting this year’s 
event and look forward to seeing our sponsors and prospective sponsors. If you are unable to attend this 
year’s in-person meeting, let us know and we can schedule an online company visit with select presenta-
tions based on your areas of interest. Stay tuned to our website and LinkedIn profile for more details!

CBTH students Conor Cahill, Matthew McAllen, Jumoke Akinpelu, Daniel 
Maya, and Ruth Beltran with their awards from UH Student Research Day.

CBTH students win top prizes at UH Student Research Day
Congratulations to CBTH students Jumoke Akinpelu and Matthew McAllen, who won 1st (PhD Category) 
and 3rd (PhD) Category) place awards, respectively, at this year’s University of Houston Department of 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences Student Research Day on May 8! In addition to these awards, Jumoke 
Akinpelu, Ruth Beltran, Conor Cahill, and Daniel Maya all received Outstanding Graduate Work in Geology 
awards. To read more about this year’s event, click here.

UH IBA team earns 2nd place award at North American Semi-Finals
Congratulations to the 2026 UH Imperial Barrel Award (IBA) team, who won the 2nd place award at the 
North American semi-finals on April 10. Thanks to TotalEnergies for hosting this event at their Houston 
offices. To read more, click here. 

Student Internships for summer 2026 
Congratulations to CBTH students Kenneth Shipper, Daniel Maya, and Estefani Ruiz Toro, who all received 
summer internships for 2026. Kenneth will intern at TGS, Daniel will be interning at BP, and Estefani will 
intern at TotalEnergies followed by a fall internship with ExxonMobil. We look forward to a productive 
collaboration this summer!

https://www.uh.edu/nsm/news-events/stories/2026/0511-research-conference.php
https://www.uh.edu/nsm/news-events/stories/2026/0520-iba-semi-finals.php
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What’s New

“A Fresh Look at Caribbean Plate Geosystems” special volume of G3

CBTH researchers have now published 6 articles in the special volume of Geochemistry, Geophysics, Geo-
systems titeld “A Fresh Look at Caribbean Plate Geosystems,” including our most recent publication from 
senior researcher José Miguel Gorosabel-Araus. This volume was organized and edited by M. Philippon 
(Univ Montpelier), J. Collier (Imperial College), P. Mann, and Y. Rojas Agramonte (Univ. Heidelberg). CBTH 
studies in  this volume cover the Beata Ridge, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, offshore Dominican 
Republic, the Colombian Basin, the Bahamas Carbonate Plattform, and the Yucatan back-arc basin. Each of 
these articles are open access and available in full for free without a subscription. To view the full issue, 
click here.

New articles published in Geo ExPro
Student and researchers with the CBTH Project have recently published a series of short-form articles in 
Geo ExPro which detail our recent studies on basin modelling in Brazil, Equatorial Guinea, and Guyana-Su-
riname. The first article in this series is titled “New modelling study reveals a petroleum system overlying 
oceanic crust offshore Equatorial Guinea” by José Miguel Gorosabel-Araus, Paul Mann, and Andrew 
Pepper, and was published in December 2025. The second article is titled “Long-distance up-flank oil 
migration offshore Brazil” by Sharon Cornelius, Kenneth Shipper, Paul Mann, and Andrew Pepper and was 
published in March 2026. The third article is titled “Spatial variation in charge risk along the Guyana-Suri-
name margin” by Kenneth Shipper, Paul Mann, and was published in July 2026. 

Click the links on each title to view the full articles. We look forward to continuing this collaboration with 
Geo ExPro as we progress into our Phase VIII studies.

Upcoming short course on basin modelling in the Dominican Republic
Later this year, the CBTH Project will host a short course on basin modelling in the Dominican Repubic, 
which will include an overview of our new basin modeling workflow using Xplorlab’s ExCaliber software. 
Stay tuned for more details!

Caribbean subduction session at the Annual Meeting of the American Geophysical 
Union, December 2025
CBTH researchers co-convened and presented at an oral and poster session entitled: Subduction Top to 
Bottom: "Convergent margin processes surrounding the Caribbean Plate and analogous global settings". 
The session was organized and convened by D. Fisher (Penn State), K. Morrell (UC Santa Barbara), P. Mann, 
and G. Bebout (Lehigh Univ). Presentations by CBTH covered the Barbados accretionary prism, recent 
deformation of the island of Hispaniola, and flexural effects of the Lesser Antilles and South American 
subduction zones. These presentations are available to our sponsors via our website.

https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1525-2027.CRBBNPLATE1
https://geoexpro.com/new-modelling-study-reveals-a-petroleum-system-overlying-oceanic-crust-offshore-equatorial-guinea/
https://geoexpro.com/new-modelling-study-reveals-a-petroleum-system-overlying-oceanic-crust-offshore-equatorial-guinea/
https://geoexpro.com/long-distance-up-flank-oil-migration-offshore-brazil/
https://geoexpro.com/long-distance-up-flank-oil-migration-offshore-brazil/
https://geoexpro.com/spatial-variation-in-charge-risk-along-the-guyana-suriname-margin/
https://geoexpro.com/spatial-variation-in-charge-risk-along-the-guyana-suriname-margin/
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Graduating Students

New Students

ADELEYE ADEDOKUN joined the CBTH Project in fall 2026 to begin his PhD. He 
completed his M.Sc. in Geology (concentration in Geophysics) at Oklahoma State 
University in 2026, where his research focused on seismic inversion for carbon 
capture and storage (CCS) in an active rift margin. In summer 2025, he completed 
a research internship with the Michigan Geological Survey on a U.S. Department 
of Energy (DOE)-funded project advancing CO₂ storage in the Michigan Basin. He 
received his B.Sc. in Geology and Mineral Sciences from the University of Ilorin, 
Nigeria, in 2017.

ESTEFANI RUIZ TORO completed her MS thesis in May 2026. Her study is titled 
“Late Cretaceous-Cenozoic Accretionary History of Volcanic Arcs and the Bering 
Oceanic Plateau in the Northwestern in Alaska and Northeastern Russia, Con-
strained by Integration of Geologic, Geophysical, and Radiometric Data.” She 
began working as an intern with TotalEnergies in Houston starting in May 2026 and 
will begin an internship with ExxonMobil in September.

MATTHEW MCALLEN started his PhD in Geology with the CBTH Project in January 
2026. His study is focused on the petroleum systems, basin modeling and the 
crustal flexural loading in the Amapa basin in Equatorial Brazil. Matthew was previ-
ously special core analysis lab manager where he worked with core data and 
petrophysical integration. He received his BS degree in geology from the University 
of Texas at San Antonio in 2016 and an MS degree from the University of Houston 
Professional Master's Program in 2018.
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Recent Meetings

AGU25 Annual Meeting (December 15-19, 2025)
Akka, H., Mann, P., Tahayt, A., Hippolyte, J.-C., Gorosabel Araus, J.M., 2025, Defining the Northwest 

Africa-Eurasia Plate Boundary from the Azores to Eastern Morocco from Integrated Geophysical 
Data Sets, AGU25 Annual Meeting, Dec. 15-19, 2025.

Gorosabel, Araus, J.M., and Mann, P., 2025, Large-scale rotations within the Island of Hispaniola and 
offshore areas resulting from Neogene tectonic indentation of the Beata Ridge, AGU25 Annual 
Meeting, Dec. 15-19, 2025.

Ruiz Toro, E., and Mann, P., 2025, Oceanic plateau capture model for the origin of the Bering Sea from 
integration of potential fields and seismic reflection data, AGU25 Annual Meeting, Dec. 15-19, 2025.

Shipper, K., and Mann, P., 2025, Comparison of subduction-related flexure of the Caribbean oceanic 
plateau with oceanic crust of the Central Atlantic Ocean, AGU25 Annual Meeting, Dec. 15-19, 2025.

32nd Annual Milton B. Dobrin Lecture (February 5, 2026)
Maya, D., 2026, Uruguay’s deepwater, hydrocarbon potential inferred from spectral decomposition, 

estimates of ultimate expelled petroleum, and 3D basin modeling, 32nd Annual Milton B. Dobrin 
Lecture, Houston, Texas, Feb. 5, 2026.

2026 NAPE Annual Summit (February 18, 2026)
Mann, P., 2026, Overview of the CBTH Project at the University of Houston, 2026 NAPE Annual 

Summit, Feb. 18, 2026.

NAPE North America Technical/ Business Meeting (May 8, 2026)
Gorosabel Araus, J.M., 2026, Source rock analysis and petroleum systems modeling across the Equato-

rial Atlantic conjugates, NAPE North America Technical/ Business Meeting, May 8, 2026.

UH EAS 39th Annual Student Research Conference and Alumni & Industry Open House, 
Houston, Texas (May 8, 2026)

Akinpelu, J., 2026, Crustal structure, tectonostratigraphy, and hydrocarbon potential of the deepwater 
Potiguar Basin, Brazilian Equatorial margin, UH EAS 39th Annual Student Research Conference and 
Alumni & Industry Open House, Houston, Texas, May 8, 2025.

Beltran, R., 2026, Three phases of continental rifting of the Early Cretaceous, northern Campos Basin, 
Brazil, UH EAS 39th Annual Student Research Conference and Alumni & Industry Open House, Hous-
ton, Texas, May 8, 2025.

Cahill, C., 2026, Regional evaluation of the distribution and quality of Mesozoic source rocks from the 
rifted-passive margins of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland-Labrador, UH EAS 39th Annual Student 
Research Conference and Alumni & Industry Open House, Houston, Texas, May 8, 2025.
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Recent Meetings

UH EAS 39th Annual Student Research Conference and Alumni & Industry Open House, 
Houston, Texas (May 8, 2026) (continued)

Maya, D., 2026, 3D basin-scale petroleum system analysis of thermal maturity, expulsion, and migra-
tion along Uruguay’s deepwater rifted-passive margin, UH EAS 39th Annual Student Research Con-
ference and Alumni & Industry Open House, Houston, Texas, May 8, 2025.

McAllen, M., 2025, Regional Crustal Structure and Aptian Source Rock Characterization of the Foz do 
Amazonas Basin, Brazilian Equatorial Margin, UH EAS 39th Annual Student Research Conference and 
Alumni & Industry Open House, Houston, Texas, May 8, 2025.

Ruiz Toro, E., 2026, The tectonic role of the Bering Sea oceanic plateau in the Great Northern Pacific 
Plate Reorganization, UH EAS 39th Annual Student Research Conference and Alumni & Industry 
Open House, Houston, Texas, May 8, 2025.

Shipper, K., 2026, Modeling Source Rock UEP and Thermal Stress to Predict the Charge Fairway of the 
Guyana-Suriname Basin, UH EAS 39th Annual Student Research Conference and Alumni & Industry 
Open House, Houston, Texas, May 8, 2025.

CBTH student Ruth Beltran presents at the UH EAS 39th Annual 
Student Research Conference and Alumni & Industry Open House
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Upcoming Meetings

9th EAGE Conference on Conjugate Margins (July 27-31, 2026)
Jose Gorosabel is serving as a technical committee member at this event, where he will assist with 

topic selection, abstract review, conference overview, and promotion.

IMAGE 2026 (August 17-20, 2026)
Presentations:
Jumoke Akinpelu – Crustal structure, tectonostratigraphy, and hydrocarbon potential of the deepwa-

ter Potiguar basin, Brazilian Equatorial margin
▪ Session Style: Oral Presentation
▪ Session ID: LAC 6
▪ Session Title: Brazil Equatorial Margin
▪ Presentation Date and Time: August 20, 2026 from 11:35 AM to 12:00 PM

Ruth Beltran – Three-phase, Early Cretaceous rifting of the northern Campos rifted margin of Brazil 
from 3D seismic analysis and structural restoration

▪ Session Style: Poster Presentation
▪ Session ID: LAC P1
▪ Session Title: Campos and Santos Basins
▪ Presentation Date and Time: August 18, 2026 from 3:40 PM to 5:20 PM

Conor Cahill – Source rock variability and hydrocarbon potential across Nova Scotia and Newfoundland 
margins: insights from Ultimate Expellable Potential (UEP) reconstruction

▪ Session Style: Poster Presentation
▪ Session ID: USC P1
▪ Session Title: Unconventional Plays and Applied Workflows
▪ Presentation Date and Time: August 18, 2026 from 8:00 AM to 9:40 AM

Ary Candido - Revised, regional stratigraphic correlation of the Barremian-Aptian in the South Atlantic 
conjugate margins and its impact on the understanding of marine source rocks

▪ Session Style: Oral Presentation
▪ Session ID: LAC 4
▪ Session Title: South Atlantic and Conjugate Margin
▪ Presentation Date and Time: August 19, 2026 from 11:10 AM to 11:35 AM
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Upcoming Meetings

IMAGE 2026 (August 17-20, 2026) (continued)
Presentations:
Jose Gorosabel – Controls on source rock quality and maturity across the Ceara-Potiguar margin: impli-

cations for deepwater exploration
▪ Session Style: Poster Presentation
▪ Session ID: LAC P2
▪ Session Title: Latin America Offshore
▪ Presentation Date and Time: August 19, 2026 from 3:40 PM to 5:20 PM

Kenneth Shipper - Predicting the charge fairway as a function of source rock UEP and thermal stress in 
the Guyana-Suriname Basin.

• Session Style: Poster Presentation
• Session ID: LAC P2
• Session Title: Latin America Offshore
• Presentation Date and Time: August 19, 2026 from 3:40 PM to 5:20 PM
Committee Information:
Jose Gorosabel will co-chair 2 sessions: Petroleum Systems; New Methods and New Insights
Paul Mann will co-chair 2 GEFE session: Challenges and Solutions: The Current State of Geoscience 

Education, Industry Needs and Society Impacts; Geoscience Education Across the 20th and 21st 
centuries: A View from the Trenches

Sharon Cornelius will co-chair the Stratigraphy session along with CBTH graduate Dr. Kyle Reuber.
For more information on recent efforts by Paul Man and others related to Geoscience Edudcation and 

Fieldwork Experience (GEFE), click here to read a recent article on the subject in AAPG Explorer.

Deepwater Technical Symposium (August 25-29, 2026)
Sharon Cornelius will present her research, titled “3D Basin Modeling to Evaluate the Potential of 

Producing Fields,” at the Deepwater Technical Symposium in New Orleans. She will also be partici-
pating in a panel discussion titled “Contrast in overpressure and geothermal heat between the 
Western and Central deepwater Gulf of Mexico.” For more information, click here.

CBTH Annual Sponsors Meeting (October 8, 2026)
This event will be hosted by Woodside Energy and will feature a full overview of the end of Phase VII. 

Stay tuned for more details on our website and our LinkedIn profile!

EAGE Basin and Petroleum Systems Conference (November 17-19, 2026)
Jose Gorosabel is serving as a technical committee member at this event, where he will assist with 

topic selection, abstract review, conference overview, and promotion.

https://www.deepwaternola.org/
https://www.aapg.org/news-and-media/explorer/where-have-the-geoscience-students-gone/
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Recent Theses & Dissertations
Miller, J., 2025, 3D seismic stratigraphy, sedimentation, and hydrocarbon potential of the deepwater, 

rifted-passive margin of Uruguay, MS thesis, University of Houston, 94 p.
Petkovsek, C., 2025, Crustal, thermal, and structural controls on hydrocarbon systems in the Delaware Basin, 

west Texas and southeastern New Mexico, PhD dissertation, University of Houston, 130 p.
Ruiz Toro, E., 2026, Late Cretaceous-Cenozoic Accretionary History of Volcanic Arcs and the Bering Oceanic 

Plateau in the Northwestern in Alaska and Northeastern Russia, Constrained by Integration of Geologic, 
Geophysical, and Radiometric Data, MS thesis, University of Houston, 99 p.

Recent Publications
Beltran, R.X., and Mann, P., 2026, Crustal structure and tectonic evolution of early Cretaceous continental rift 

and its transition to oceanic crust in the ultra-deepwater Campos basin, southeastern Brazil, Tectonics, v. 45, 
no. 1, e2025TC009051. https://doi.org/10.1029/2025TC009051

Cornelius, S., Shipper, K., Mann, P., 2026, Long-distance up-flank oil migration offshore Brazil, GEO EXPRO, v. 
23, no. 2, p. 45-46.

Gorosabel Araus, J.M., Granja-Bruña, J.L., Mann, P., and Gallego-Mingo, A., 2026, Accretionary Prism and 
Forearc Deformation Driven by the Beata Ridge Indentation in Southern Hispaniola: Insights From the 
Offshore San Pedro Basin, Geochemistry, Geophysics, Geosystems, v. 27, no. 6, e2026GC012935. 
https://doi.org/10.1029/2026GC012935

Gorosabel Araus, J.M., Mann, P., and Pepper, A., 2025, New modelling study reveals a petroleum system 
overlying oceanic crust offshore Equatorial Guinea, GEO EXPRO, v. 22, no. 5, p. 36-45.

Granja-Bruna, J.L., Gorosabel-Araus, J.M., ten Brink, Muñoz-Martín, U., Rodríguez-Zurrunero, A., Leroy, S., 
López-Venegas, A., Llorente-Isidro, M., Macías Sánchez, J., Sánchez-Linares, C., and Carbó-Gorosabel, A., 
2025, Seismotectonics and crustal structure in the southern Dominican Republic offshore margin: 
Implications on the tsunami potential, Geochemistry, Geophysics, Geosystems, v. 26, e2024GC012092. 
https://doi.org/10.1029/2024GC012092

Kusky, T.M., Mann, P., and Meng, J., 2025, The February 8, 2025, Swan Islands (Caribbean Sea) Earthquake: 
Lessons for Geohazards on Transform Plate and Micro-Plate Boundaries, Journal of Earth Science, v. 36, no. 
2, p. 852-855. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12583-025-0176-7

Maya, D., and Mann, P., 2025, Clockwise rotation of the Salado microplate within the Early Cretaceous, 
volcanic-rifted margin of Uruguay and northern Argentina, Journal of South American Earth Sciences, v. 165, 
105600. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsames.2025.105600

Ramos, J.P., Mann, P., and Carvajal, L.C., 2025, Crustal Structure and Tectonic Origin of Late Cretaceous 
Oceanic Crust, and Adjacent Caribbean Large Igneous Province in the Colombian Basin, Geochemistry, 
Geophysics, Geosystems, v. 26, no. 2, e2024GC011602. https://doi.org/10.1029/2024GC011602

Shipper, K., Mann, P., and Pepper, A., 2026, Spatial variation in charge risk along the Guyana-Suriname 
margin, GEO EXPRO, v. 23, no. 3, p. 45-46.

Sun, L., Xu, X., Mann, P., Hippolyte, J.-C., 2026, Fault Kinematics of the 2019–2026 Puerto Rico Earthquake 
Sequence: Conjugate Faulting Within a Zone of Oblique Subduction, Journal of Geophysical Research: Solid 
Earth, v. 131, no. 3, e2025JB032952. https://doi.org/10.1029/2025JB032952

https://doi.org/10.1029/2025TC009051
https://doi.org/10.1029/2026GC012935
https://doi.org/10.1029/2024GC012092
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12583-025-0176-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsames.2025.105600
https://doi.org/10.1029/2024GC011602
https://doi.org/10.1029/2025JB032952
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Awards
Jumoke Akinpelu, PhD Candidate, 1st Place Poster Presentation (PhD Category), UH EAS Student 

Research Day 2026
Matthew McAllen, PhD Candidate, 3rd Place Poster Presentation (PhD Category), UH EAS Student 

Research Day 2026
Jumoke Akinpelu, PhD Candidate, Outstanding Graduate Work in Geology, UH EAS Student Research 

Day 2026
Ruth Beltran, PhD Candidate, Outstanding Graduate Work in Geology, UH EAS Student Research Day 

2026
Conor Cahill, MS Candidate, Outstanding Graduate Work in Geology, UH EAS Student Research Day 

2026
Daniel Maya, PhD Candidate, Outstanding Graduate Work in Geology, UH EAS Student Research Day 

2026
2nd Place, 2026 Imperial Barrel Award Program (IBA) of the American Association of Petroleum 

Geologists (AAPG), North America Semi-Finals Competition (Petroleum area)
Daniel Maya, PhD Candidate, RMAG Foundation Publication Grant
Jumoke Akinpelu, PhD Candidate, NAPE Nigeria Fellowship Award, 43rd Nigerion Association of 

Petroleum Explorationists (NAPE) Annual International Conference and Exhibition
Estefani Ruiz Toro, MS Candidate, 2nd Place Presentation PhD Candidate (Advanced MS/First year PhD 

category, Geology), Houston Geological Society and University of Houston Robert E. Sheriff lecture 
series and student poster competition ($500)

Daniel Maya, PhD Candidate, NSM Alumni Association (Eckhard Pfeifer/Carolyn Farb) Scholarship

The second-place IBA team from the University of Houston. Four of the team members - (from left to 
right) Amberlee Enger, Ella Claxton, Breno Araujo, and CBTH student Conor Cahill - are in the UH master’s 

program in geology; Bilge Sasmaz (far right) is in the master’s program in geophysics. The dataset they 
presented by the team was located on the offshore margin of Nova Scotia in eastern Canada.
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Thanks to our sponsors!
As we prepare for Phase VIII of the CBTH Project, we would like to thank our active and inactive company 
sponsors for their support in providing data and software that has fostered our progress in understanding 
the hydrocarbon potential conjugate rifted-passive margins in the CBTH study area. Your support has 
provided many opportunities for CBTH students to pursue research projects in the region, and your 
support is truly appreciated. 

Active Sponsors for Phase VII, Year 3

Previous Sponsors (2005 - 2025)

Data Sharing

Technical Support
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